
 

The Canons of the Fourth Lateran Council, 1215 

 

Councils were meetings of European bishops and leaders of the Roman Catholic Church; canons 

were the Church laws the Councils decreed.  This is an excerpt of three canons from the 1215 

meeting that met in Rome at the request of the Pope. 

 

CANON 67  

Summary. Jews should be compelled to make satisfaction for the tithes and offerings to the 

churches, which the Christians supplied before their properties fell into of the Jews.  

Text. The more the Christians are restrained from the practice of usury, the more are they 

oppressed in this matter by the treachery of the Jews, so that in a short time they exhaust the 

resources of the Christians. Wishing, therefore, in this matter to protect the Christians against 

cruel oppression by the Jews, we ordain in this decree that if in the future under any pretext Jews 

extort from Christians oppressive and immoderate interest, the partnership of the Christians shall 

be denied them till they have made suitable satisfaction for their excesses. The Christians also, 

every appeal being set aside, shall, if necessary, be compelled by ecclesiastical censure to abstain 

from all commercial intercourse with them. We command the princes not to be hostile to the 

Christians on this account, but rather to strive to hinder the Jews from practicing such excesses. 

Lastly, we decree that the Jews be compelled by the same punishment (avoidance of commercial 

intercourse) to make satisfaction for the tithes and offerings due to the churches, which the 

Christians were accustomed to supply from their houses and other possessions before these 

properties, under whatever title, fell into the hands of the Jews, that thus the churches may be 

safeguarded against loss.  

CANON 68  

Summary. Jews and Saracens of both sexes in every Christian province must be distinguished 

from the Christian by a difference of dress. On Passion Sunday and the last three days of Holy 

Week they may not appear in public.  

Text: In some provinces a difference in dress distinguishes the Jews or Saracens from the 

Christians, but in certain others such a confusion has grown up that they cannot be distinguished 

by any difference. Thus it happens at times that through error Christians have relations with the 

women of Jews or Saracens, and Jews and Saracens with Christian women. Therefore, that they 

may not, under pretext of error of this sort, excuse themselves in the future for the excesses of 

such prohibited intercourse, we decree that such Jews and Saracens of both sexes in every 

Christian province and at all times shall be marked off in the eyes of the public from other 

peoples through the character of their dress. Particularly, since it may be read in the writings of 

Moses [Numbers 15:37-41], that this very law has been enjoined upon them.  

Moreover, during the last three days before Easter and especially on Good Friday, they shall not 

go forth in public at all, for the reason that some of them on these very days, as we hear, do not 

blush to go forth better dressed and are not afraid to mock the Christians who maintain the 

memory of the most holy Passion by wearing signs of mourning.  
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This, however, we forbid most severely, that any one should presume at all to break forth in 

insult to the Redeemer. And since we ought not to ignore any insult to Him who blotted out our 

disgraceful deeds, we command that such impudent fellows be checked by the secular princes by 

imposing them proper punishment so that they shall not at all presume to blaspheme Him who 

was crucified for us.  

CANON 69  

Summary. Jews are not to be given public offices. Anyone instrumental in doing this is to be 

punished. A Jewish official is to be denied all intercourse with Christians.  

Text. Since it is absurd that a blasphemer of Christ exercise authority over Christians, we on 

account of the boldness of transgressors renew in this general council what the Synod of Toledo 

(589) wisely enacted in this matter, prohibiting Jews from being given preference in the matter of 

public offices, since in such capacity they are most troublesome to the Christians. But if anyone 

should commit such an office to them, let him, after previous warning, be restrained by such 

punishment as seems proper by the provincial synod which we command to be celebrated every 

year. The official, however, shall be denied the commercial and other intercourse of the 

Christians, till in the judgment of the bishop all that he acquired from the Christians from the 

time he assumed office be restored for the needs of the Christian poor, and the office that he 

irreverently assumed let him lose with shame. The same we extend also to pagans. 

FROM: https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/basis/lateran4.asp 
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